[Principal serotypes of Salmonella identified in 10703 strains in Mexico from 1982 to 1993].
From 1982 to 1993, 10703 Salmonella strains from The National Network of Diarroheal Laboratories of Mexico were sent to the Enteric Bacteriology Laboratory of INDRE. The strains were confirmed by serology and 119 different Salmonella serotypes were found. The most frequent serotypes were as follows: S. typhimurium, S, enteritidis, S. agona & S. typhi. The strains were classified according to the source of isolation as follows: 6671 strains (62.33%) from clinical samples, mainly of faecal origin; 2903 (27.1%) from food for human consumption; 425 from food for animal consumption, 665 (6.21%) from environment or fomites and 39 (0.36%) from animals. The most frequent serotype in clinical samples was S. typhimurium among 96 different serotypes. The main serotype from blood cultures was S. typhi although 27 other serotypes were found. Of thirteen serotypes related to diarrhoeal outbreaks the higher frequency of S. typhimurium was observed but S. typhi caused more outbreaks. A frequency of 119/> 2000 serotypes was observed, that means less than 5% of Salmonella known serotypes. A yearly variability on serotype predominance was observed as well as changes on source of isolation. This results suggest that epidemiological surveillance of salmonellosis should be continued and improved, looking for cases, asymptomatic carriers and contaminated food for human consumption.